Reading Saturday Program Overview

“I like watching students blossom from shy, inhibited readers
to outgoing, fantastic readers.”
~Amy Buddie, Reading Saturday Volunteer for 5+ years

Omosaze, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that helps first through fifth grade stu-
dents read better through a program called Reading Saturday. Reading Saturday
provides curriculum-based reading instruction to elementary students in a sup-
portive environment that reinforces positive attitudes about learning. We partner
with schools that have a high number of low-income students.

Volunteers are a critical part of the Reading Saturday experience.

As a Reading Friend, you will help one or more first grade students discover the joy and love of
reading while you build their self-confidence and watch them begin to flourish in both academic and
social settings.

Volunteers attend for 1.5 hours each Saturday, following a simple lesson plan to teach vocabulary
and comprehension skills to their assigned student(s). After the volunteers depart, the students con-
tinue with two sessions of small-group instruction with certified teachers.

Requirements Schedule
Volunteers are asked to commit to a series of at least Reading Saturday operates dur-
9 sessions over 3 months to foster consistency and re- ing the school year, normally on
lationship building with the students. Shorter commit- the first three Saturdays of
ments can be arranged for organizations and other months September to March.

groups. No special skills or knowledge are required.

Complete a brief application

Permit Omosaze to do a criminal background check
Attend a short orientation

Maintain an excellent attendance and on-time record
Enjoy working with children

Please mail all letters and applications to:
Zana Thompson, Volunteer Coordinator, at the address listed below,
fax your application to: 404-602-0186, or email it to volunteer@omosaze.org

fax 404-602-0186 WWw.OoImosaze.org;

4585 Kinsdale Drive, Mableton, GA 30126; tel 770-739-6786 -

volunteer@omosaze.org



Frequently Asked Questions

Where is the Reading Saturday program located?
Reading Saturday will take place at selected elementary schools in Cobb County.

Do | need to be trained?
Yes, volunteers attend a 1 Y2-hour orientation.

Is there a minimum length of time a volunteer should serve?

Yes, we ask for a minimum commitment of 3 months. Most volunteers choose to stay longer.
Shorter commitments can be arranged for organizations who volunteer as a group.

Do | need to come every Saturday?

Yes. Reading Saturday normally operates from September through March on 3 Saturdays out of
the 4 or 5 Saturdays in a month. Volunteers should attend on every scheduled Saturday and notify
program staff of any absences as far in advance as possible.

Do I work with the same student(s) the entire time?

Yes, for the most part. The relationship that a student has with the volunteer is critical to building
self-esteem and confidence. For this reason, we work to maintain mentor-student match-ups.
However, enroliment changes and absences will sometimes lead to changes in the pairings.

How old must | be to participate?
The minimum age is 15.

Do I need to be a good reader to participate?

Yes. The highest level of reading material typically used with a student will be at a third grade
level. Adults must be a high school graduate or have a G.E.D. Current high school students must
have a ‘B’ average and obtain a letter of recommendation from a teacher.
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Volunteer Application

Note: Volunteers will have to submit to a criminal history check before participating in any Omosaze programs

Personal Information

Prefix: QMr. QMrs. QMs. QMiss Suffix;: QJr. OSr. QOther:

First Name: Last Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Home Phone: Email Address:

Work Phone: Mobile Phone:

Emergency Contact: Phone:

Birthdate: Have you ever been convicted of a crime?

How did you hear about Reading Saturday?

Employer:

Volunteer Information

a | am volunteering as an individual, with a minimum commitment of 9 Saturdays
a | am volunteering as part of a group.

Group Name:

Group Contact: Phone:

Education & Experience

What is the highest level of education you have completed?
U Middle School QO High School U College QO Advanced Degree

If you are a current student, what school do you currently attend?

Have you ever mentored students in reading? If so, when?

Please rate your skill level in reading on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the best
O 1040 20 30405

Please rate your skill level in spelling on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the best
Q10 2030405

Please list any language(s) that you speak besides English:

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

: it by Email or F
fax 404-602-0186 submit by Emal or Fax WWw.omosaze.org
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